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The Bugle Report 
By John Sinclair, Fire Chief 

A Miracle  

If you saw the front page of last Saturdays Daily Record you saw a beautifully effervescent 

toddler with a spiky ponytail and a beaming smile, peeking out the window of the Medic Unit 

filled with life.  She is there under the fatherly, watchful eye of Ken Bauer. In another picture 

you see her being held by Josh DeHerrera as she points to the other rescuers.    What is 

amazing about these pictures is that days before she was completely lifeless having drowned 

in the families hot tub. In the paper, the family and several others believe her complete and 

total recovery is a miracle.  I will not argue that divine providence was involved…that is up to 

each of you to decide.   

I do know these facts.  Mom was a nurse, and she started CPR immediately.  Kittcom pro-

cessed the call quickly and dispatched our medic units fast.  The crews were training at 2-1 so 

there was a short response time.  Seven of our people responded on the call; Josh DeHerre-

ra, Tyler Gremel, Chris Lawson, Drew Perry, Brad Wallace, Steve Oversby, and Ken Bauer. 

They quickly, effectively, and efficiently provided emergency care. She was rushed to KVH 

where additional care was provided and then quickly a transfer was arranged to Mary Bridge 

Children’s Hospital in Tacoma.  The team taking the transfer was Josh DeHerrera, Tyler 

Gremel, Chris Lawson, and Steve Oversby.  On the way there they hit heavy bumper to 

bumper traffic and a decision was made to land a helicopter in North Bend and fly Trinity to 

the hospital.   

Was it miracle?  If so, then we have a team of angels here at KVFR.  This team of angels, 

made a lot of critical decisions in a short period of time handling Trinity with expert care.  

When traffic was going to delay the arrival at MBCH, a helicopter was called in and a new 

group of angels flew in.  Each step of the way, a decision was reached that was in the best 

interest of the patient.  
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 EMS calls involving critically ill or injured children are the emotionally and the toughest to deal with.    That is 

part of what makes this all so special.  A truly lifeless child is resurrected and brought back to life through ef-

forts of an entire team of people. As the article points out, people all over the state and the globe for that mat-

ter participated in praying for her recovery.  That never hurts… 

I want to thank and honor the work of our team. They did an awesome job!  Firefighters and paramedics see a 

lot of terrible things.  To see a miracle on occasion takes the edge off of some of the bad stuff. I hope that Trini-

ty visits the crew often as she grows up, to remind us all that we do really important work.   

A lot of other great work has been done by the crews since last month.  Multi patient fatality accidents on I-82 hap-

pened days apart and the responders did an amazing job in some tough circumstances.  We had people show up to 

help from all over, volunteer and career working side by side.  I am so proud of each of you.   

On the fire front we had a very busy 4th of July weekend helping the neighbors with fires.  The County Fire Chiefs 

High Fuels Plan had gone into effect on July 1st, dictating that every fire is responded to in force to keep small fires 

small.  So far this plan has worked exceptionally well.  Another hay stack fire at the Kayser Ranch, one day off from 

a fire a year ago has most of us suspicious.  So, if you are out and about, especially in the remote parts of the Dis-

trict, please be looking for things that don’t make sense.    

On July 15th, we were having a great day, albeit a bit windy, when a couple of mechanics defueling a plane learned 

the dangers of static electricity.  The resulting fire was huuuge, and consumed planes, equipment and a part of a 

hanger.  Thanks to the great work of Capt. Delvo, Lt. Moen, and the crews assigned to them, we were able to stop 

the fire just past the fire wall.  Then a great plan was created to overhaul the fire using an excavator from Terry 

Clark in cooperation with Kittitas County Public Works.   

When I arrived at the fire, Capt. Delvo had established command and was doing an excellent job of managing the 

fire.  That said, I thought because of the wind and the volume of fire, we would lose the entire building.  It was be-

cause of a good tactical plan, a lot of hard work by you, the firefighters, and a fire wall we saved most of the build-

ing.  Outstanding job by all; thank you.  

July brought many challenges and you overcame them in the way you always do, with professionalism effort and 

excellence.  August is before us and will bring new challenges.  It is predicted to be a hot and dry month.  Please be 

careful and remember your training.   

Remember also, no amount of brush, grass or trees is worth your life.  No building in the District is worth your life.  

So, with these wind driven fires, anchor, flank, work from the black, and be very careful around the head of the fire.   

Rodeo and Fair will soon be here.  This weekend, we have Jazz in the Valley.  Lots of people will be here visiting our 

community; typically a mellow crowd, just looking for good music.  If you are in town, I encourage you to listen, to 

the music, most of it is great.  Plus, if you listen, you hear people say things like “groovy”… that always make me 

laugh.  Enjoy your weekend…and the month. 

Stay safe… 

 

John 
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NEXT COMMISSIONERS MEETING IS Thursday,  August 11 2016, 
1900 HOURS @ KVFR, 400 E. Mountain View 

DEPUTY CHIEF’S MESSAGE! 
By Deputy Chief Elliott 
 
 

Operations:  Obviously the weather has been cooperative in terms of wild land fire risk. Not sure 

what that means for the balance of the summer but we are continuing our high fuels response until 

further notice. Please make sure you have your task books with you or are aware of things you need 

signed off. Most incidents provide opportunities that we often don’t take advantage of. Also, your 

task books can only be signed by personnel who have achieved that level of wild land certification. 

Rank in the department is irrelevant in this regard. 

 

Airport planning and ARFF training will be coming shortly – not as a result of the Bower’s field inci-

dent – something we have to do anyway and was in process. 

  

EMS:  Sarah Sandman is our Infection Control Officer. She should be the first point of contact for 

any issues. I am the backup. Our flu shots will be offered through BiMart with dates and walk-in in-

structions to follow. 

 

Prevention:  Joe Seemiller has been contracted to serve as the Fire Code Official for Kittitas Coun-

ty. This arrangement is temporary but may evolve into a longer-term arrangement. KVFR is being 

made whole for all expenses and we are working on some ideas to support Joe to make sure he has 

time to do all that he does. 

 

Miscellaneous:  We are still working on addressing access issues for Station 29 – we have a couple 

of ideas to address this and just waiting for direction to implement. When that occurs – we will send 

out instructions. 
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Training and Safety Notes 

August 2016 

 

A couple things to remember since we are in the middle of Wildland Fire season.  

1) Don’t forget the safest way to fight a brush or forest fire is with a flanking attack either indirect or direct 
working from an anchor point. Frontal attacks are rarely acceptable with the exception of low intensity fires 
with no risk of increased rates of spread. 

2) Always point apparatus towards your escape route while fighting fire or doing structure protection. 

3) LCES: Lookout, Communications, Escape route, Safety zones.  Don’t forget to set your trigger points for 
when to use your escape route or to modify your tactics. 

Light flashy fuels are deceiving in their intensity and danger. A large percentage of wildland firefighter fatali-
ties and shelter deployments take place in light flashy fuels. 

There is not a structure, clump of grass or sage grouse habitat worth getting anyone hurt.  

 

Flu Shot Clinics:  

September 6th at 1800-1900 – St 29  

September 12th at 1800-1900 – St 29 

September 13th at 1800-1900 – St 29 

Forms need to be filled out prior to the clinic and will be available at every station soon. The district will pay 
for the shots outright but you are encouraged to submit to your insurance. We will pay any portion not cov-
ered. If you would like any of the flu vaccine alternatives such as the preservation free or nasal spray and 
don’t have a documented allergy, the district will pay for the normal vaccine and the individual will be re-
sponsible for the difference. Most insurances do pay for these alternatives. Personnel who cannot make the 
clinic have the option to get the shot through the local Bi-Mart pharmacy – same payment provisions. 

 

EMS Kits: 

FF/PM SANDMAN has been authorized to create kits for KVFR personal who routinely respond POV to EMS 
incidents in the county. These kits (small backpacks) will include basic supplies such as PPE, basic bandages, 
pocket mask, gloves, N-95 mask, field note booklets, emergency blankets, eye protection and any other items 
deemed appropriate, however likely not things such as BVM’s and BP cuffs etc. Please contact the Training 
Division to request an ems kit. 

 

Puyallup Extrication  

When: September 24th & 25th 

Where: Station 21  

Please email Manda or myself if you would like to register for the course.    

 

Have a great August 2016 and I will see you on the drill ground! 
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Training and Safety Notes 

 

August Drills: 

1st Drill: Drafting and Relay Pumping at St. 21,  

Bring your engine                    

2nd Drill: Fairground Operations for Badger Pocket,  Denmark, Fairview 

SCBA quarterlies and preconnect deployments for Westside and Broadview 

 

Westside and Broadview- Fairground operations for Fair/Rodeo will be on Tuesday August 30th at 1800 

 

OTEP: Module 10, Aug. 16th @ St. 29  

 

DRILL SCHEDULE: 

 

1st Drill: Drafting and Relay pumping 

Company:   Date:  Time:   Location: 

Fairview   Aug 1     1900-2100  St. 21 

Westside   Aug 2     1800-2000  St. 21  

Badger Pocket/Denmark Aug 8  1900-2100  St. 21 

Broadview   Aug 9  1900-2100  St. 21 

 

** Companies going to the Fairgrounds for 2nd Drill  

report to the Western Village gate on East 8th Avenue. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed Responses Through 

June 2016 

KVFR June YTD 

Fire 17 59 

EMS 289 1624 

False Alarm 10 76 

Good Intent 15 105 

Hazard – no fire 7 38 

Service 8 47 

Other 4 8 

TOTALS 346 1957 


